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Table	1:	Special	Units	Reported	to	Handle	Human	Trafϐicking	
Investigations 
Unit Number Percent 

Human	trafϐicking1 23 13.7	% 
	 	 	 
Other2 	 	 
Special	investigations,	Criminal	investi-
gations,	Detectives 

31 35.2	% 

Vice,	Drugs,	Narcotics 18 20.5	% 
Special	victims,	Sex	crimes 10 11.4	% 
Crimes	against	persons,	Violent	crimes,	
Abused	persons 

7 8.0	% 

Juvenile,	Crimes	against	children,	Fami-
ly	services 

7 8.0	% 

FBI,	Human	trafϐicking	task	forces,	oth-
er	federal	law	enforcement 

7 8.0	% 

Homicide 1 1.1	% 
Other 8 9.1	% 
Missing 9 10.2	%3 
Data	collected	as	part	of	unpublished	Master’s	thesis	(Jurek,	2015) 
1168	responses	of	300	surveyed 
288	responses	to	telephone	surveys 
3Some	agencies	reported	cases	were	assigned	to	more	than	1	unit,	so	total	>100% 



 

 2016 	

Organizational	Barriers	

Consequences	

Conclusion	

2 

Individual	Barriers	

Human 	Tra f f i c k in g 	Se r i e s 	



 

 

REFERENCES	
	
Farrell, A. (2014). Environmental and institutional influences on police agency 

responses to human trafficking. Police Quarterly, 17(1), 3-29. 
Farrell, A., McDevitt, J., & Fahy, S. (2008). Understanding and improving law 

enforcement responses to human trafficking: Final report. 
Farrell, A., McDevitt, J., & Fahy, S. (2010). Where are all the victims? Crimi-

nology & Public Policy, 9(2), 201-233. 
Farrell, A., McDevitt, J., Perry, N., Fahy, S., Chamberlain, K., Adams, W., ... 

& Wheeler, K. (2009). Review of existing estimates of victims of 
human trafficking in the United States and recommendations for 
improving research and measurement of human trafficking. Wash-
ington, DC: Humanity United. 

Farrell, A., Owens, C., & McDevitt, J. (2014). New laws but few cases: Un-
derstanding the challenges to the investigation and prosecution of 
human trafficking cases. Crime, Law and Social Change, 61(2), 
139-168. 

3 

2016 	Human 	Tra f f i c k in g 	Se r i e s 	

Farrell, A., & Pfeffer, R. (2014). Policing human trafficking: Cultural blinders 
and organizational barriers. The ANNALS of the A merican Acade-
my of Political and Social Science, 653(1), 46-64. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation. (n.d.). Innocence Lost [press release]. Re-
trieved from https://www.fbi.gov/about-
us/investigate/vc_majorthefts/cac/innocencelost 

Federal Bureau of Investigation. (2014). 168 juveniles recovered in nationwide 
operation targeting commercial child sex trafficking [press release]. 
Retrieved from https://www.fbi.gov/news/pressrel/press-
releases/168-juveniles-recovered-in-nationwide-operation-
targeting-commercial-child-sex-trafficking 

Federal Bureau of Investigation. (2015). Operation Cross Country: Recovering 
victims of child sex trafficking [press release]. Retrieved from 
https://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/2015/october/operation-cross-
country 

Franklin, C.A., & Menaker, T.A. (2015). The impact of observer characteris-
tics on blame assessments of prostituted female youth. Feminist 
Criminology, 10, 140-164. 

Halter, S. (2010). Factors that influence police conceptualizations of girls 
involved in prostitution in six US cities: Child sexual exploitation 
victims or delinquents? Child Maltreatment, 15(2), 152-160. 

Jurek, A.L. (2015). Police agency responses to human trafficking as a function 
of gendered police agency and community attributes. Unpublished 
Master’s thesis. Sam Houston State University. 

Menaker, T.A., & Franklin, C.A. (2013). Commercially sexually exploited 
girls and participant perceptions of blameworthiness: Examining 
the effects of victimization history and race disclosure. Journal of 
Interpersonal Violence, 28, 2024-2051. 

Polaris Project. (2014). 2014 State ratings on human trafficking laws. Re-
trieved from 
http://www.polarisproject.org/storage/2014SRM_pamphlet_downl
oad.pdf 

Renzetti, C.M., Bush, A., Castellanos, M., & Hunt, G. (2015). Does training 
make a difference? An evaluation of a specialized human traffick-
ing training module for law enforcement officers. Journal of Crime 
and Justice, (ahead-of-print), 1-17. 

Spohn, C. (2014). The non-prosecution of human trafficking cases: An illus-
tration of the challenges of implementing legal reforms. Crime, 
Law and Social Change, 61(2), 169-178. 

Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA), 22 U.S.C. §§ 7101-7113. 
Walker, S. (1993). Taming the system: The control of discretion in criminal 

justice, 1950-1990. New York: Oxford University Press. 

Operation	Cross	Country	
	



 

 2016 	

Crime	Victims’	Institute	Advisory	Board	

Victoria Camp, Austin 
Consultant 
 
Dottie Carmichael, College Station 
Texas A&M University  
 
Blanca Burciaga, Ft. Worth 
Director, Victim Assistance Unit 
 
Stefani Carter, Austin 
 
Robert Duncan 
TTU System Chancellor 
 
Ana Estevez, Amarillo 
District Judge 
 

Rodman Goode, Cedar Hill 
Law Enforcement Teacher 
 
Ann Matthews, Jourdanton 
Domestic Violence 
 
Henry Porretto, Galveston 
Chief, Galveston Police Department 
 
Geoffrey Puryear, Georgetown 
District Attorney 
 
Richard L. Reynolds, Austin 
Psychotherapist 
 
 
 

Stephanie Anne Schulte, El Paso 
ICU Nurse 
 
Jane Shafer, San Antonio 
San Antonio PD Victim Liaison 
 
Debbie Unruh, Amarillo 
Captain, Randall County Sheriff’s Office 
 
Ms. Mary Anne Wiley, Austin 
Office of the Governor 
 
Mark Wilson, Fort Worth 
Police Officer, Fort Worth Police Department 
 

 

Texas	State	University	System	Board	of	Regents	

 
 
Dr. Jaime R. Garza, Chairman 
San Antonio 
 
Rossanna Salazar, Vice Chairman 
Austin 
 
Charlie Amato 
San Antonio 
 
Veronica Muzquiz Edwards 
San Antonio 

 
 
David Montagne 
Beaumont 
 
Vernon Reaser III 
Bellaire 
 
William F. Scott 
Nederland 
 
Alan Tinsley 
Madisonville 

 
Donna Williams 
Arlington 
 
Spencer Copeland 
Student Regent, Huntsville 
 
Brian McCall 
Chancellor 
 

 
 

We’re on the web www.crimevictimsinstitute.org 

Resources	
	
 	 National	Human	Trafϐicking	Resource	Center	

	 1	(888)	373-7888	

	 SMS:	233733	(Text	"HELP"	or	"INFO")	

	 Hours:	24	hours,	7	days	a	week	

	 Languages:	English,	Spanish	and	200	more	languages	

	 Website:	trafϐickingresourcecenter.org	

 Federal	Bureau	of	Investigation	(FBI)	

	 1-800-225-5324	

 Model	Law	Enforcement	Policy:	The	crime	of	human	trafϐicking:	A	law	enforcement	guide	to	identiϐication	and	investi-
gation.	Retrieved	from	http://www.iacp.org/portals/0/pdfs/CompleteHTGuide.pdf	
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