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The mission of the Crime 
Victims’ Institute is to: 
 

 Conduct research to exam-

ine the impact of crime on 

victims of all ages in order 

to promote a better under-

standing of victimization 

 

 Improve services to victims 

 

 Assist victims of crime by 

giving them a voice 

 

 Inform victim-related policy-

making at the state and 

local levels. 

Congratulations to CVI-affiliated faculty and students on their recent research that is 
forthcoming in reputable referred journals. Their important work continues to reach 
a wide audience across the discipline! 
 
Cabeldue, M., Blackburn, A.G., & Mullings, J.L. (2018). Mental health among incarcerated women: An exam-
ination of factors impacting depression and PTSD symptomology. Women and Criminal Justice. 
 
Cares, A. C., Franklin, C A., Fisher, B. S., & Bostaph, L. G. (2018). “They Were There For People Who  Need-
ed Them:” Student Attitudes Toward the use of Trigger Warnings in Victimology Classes. Journal of Crimi-
nal Justice Education. 
 
Franklin, C.A., & Garza, A.D. (2018). Sexual assault disclosure: The effect of victim race and perpe-
trator type on empathy, culpability, and resource referral for survivors in a hypothetical scenario. Journal 
of Interpersonal Violence. 
 
Goodson, A.G., & Hayes, B.E. (Forthcoming). Help-seeking behaviors of intimate partner violence vic-
tims: A cross-national analysis in developing nations. Journal of Interpersonal Violence. 
 
Grubb, J.A., & Muftic , L.R. (2017). A comparative analysis of domestic violence shelter staff perceptions 
regarding barriers to service in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the United States. International Journal of 
Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology. 
 
Hayes, B.E., & O’Neal, E.N. (Forthcoming). Effects of individual– and national-level factors on attitudes 
towards child maltreatment. Child Abuse & Neglect. 
 
Hayes, B.E., & Randa, R. (2018). Parts unknown: Risk factors of intimate partner violence in Azer-
baijan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Moldova. Journal of Interpersonal Violence. 
 
Henry, T.K., Franklin, T.W., & Franklin, C.A. (Forthcoming). Facilitating sexual assault reporting on the 
college campus: The role of procedural justice in bystander decisions to provide police referrals following 
a hypothetical disclosure. Violence Against Women.  
 
Menaker, T.A. & Franklin, C.A., (2018). Prostitution myth endorsement: Assessing the effects of sexism, 
sexual victimization history, pornography, and self control. Psychology of Women Quarterly.  
 
Zedaker, S.B., & Muftic , L.R. (2017). A safe place to go? A descriptive study of safety strategies among col-
lege female students. Criminal Justice Review, 42(2), 188-205. 
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Dr. Andia Azimi joins Sam Houston State University 

Dr. Andia M. Azimi is an assistant professor in the Department of Criminal Justice and Crimi-
nology at Sam Houston State University. Dr. Azimi joined the faculty at Sam Houston State 
University in 2018 after completing her M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in Criminal Justice at Georgia 
State University. Her research centers around victimization, with a focus on children and ado-
lescents. She is especially interested in victimization that occurs early in life and examining 
the role social support plays in ameliorating or preventing negative outcomes associated with 
victimization. Her research also focuses on violent victimization that occurs on college cam-
puses or among college students. Her scholarly work has been published in peer-reviewed 
journals, including the Journal of Interpersonal Violence, Deviant Behavior, Drug and Alcohol 
Review, Violence and Victims, and the Journal of School Violence.  In addition to her scholarly 
research, Dr. Azimi has taught undergraduate courses on ethics in criminal justice and correc-
tions. We are excited to welcome her to SHSU and the CVI-affiliated faculty team. 

Crime Victims’ Institute  Agency Partnership Updates 

The Crime Victims’ Institute has recently established multiple partnerships with municipal police agencies. One 
existing direction the Institute is pursuing has been the facilitation of victim-centered responses by criminal jus-
tice agencies. 
 
One partnership involves assisting survivors of domestic violence by 
examining risk factors for predicting repeat domestic violence inci-
dents. Our agency partner has developed and implemented a screen-
ing tool administered by responding officers during domestic vio-
lence calls for service  that do not end in arrest. Incorporating these 
assessments as routine practice in the police response to domestic 
calls for service has the potential to identify those individuals at high 
risk for repeat victimization. Doing so will improve service delivery 
and intervention efforts. In addition, data collected will inform fu-
ture law enforcement responses to calls for service made from the 
same location, which ultimately should improve police investigation 
of domestic incidents. These endeavors will produce translational 
research that may be used to benefit other municipal police agencies 
across the state of Texas.  
 
This is the second project in recent years in which the Institute has 
collaborated with a Law Enforcement agency. CVI is delighted to ex-
tend the impact of the Crime Victims’ Institute by working closely with criminal justice agencies.  
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 Hate Crime: Consequences of Victimization  

 

 Legislation and Prosecution of Hate Crimes 
   

 Intimate Partner Violence Strangulation: Officer Training and Supple-

mental Strangulation Form 

 College Student’s Responses to Sexual Assault Disclosure 

Focus On: 

Brittany Acquaviva 

CVI Graduate Research Assistant 

Brittany will begin the Ph.D. pro-

gram in criminal justice in the 

Department of Criminal Justice 

and Criminology at Sam Houston 

State University in the Fall of 

2018. 

 

In May of 2016, she earned a 

Bachelor’s of Science in Criminal 

Justice Sciences, with a minor in 

Psychology from Illinois State 

University. In May 2018, she 

graduated with a Master of Sci-

ence degree in Criminal Justice 

Sciences from Illinois State Uni-

versity. Her Master’s thesis ex-

plored the perceptions of sexual 

assault that Illinois State Univer-

sity students embodied.  

 

To gain more holistic knowledge 

pertaining to the criminal justice 

system, Brittany worked as a le-

gal and medical advocate for sex-

ual assault and domestic violence 

survivors while completing her 

graduate program. Brittany also 

spent time observing juveniles 

with problematic sexual behav-

iors at their court mandated treat-

ment counseling sessions. She is 

passionate about advocating for 

those most vulnerable. Her broad 

research interests include sexual 

assault, sex offenders, and human 

trafficking. 

 

Brittany will be joining the re-

search team that is evaluating a 

mandatory sexual and family 

violence training for law enforce-

ment—a grant awarded by the 

Office of Violence Against 

Women. 
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We welcome your input.  
Please send issues or 
topics you would like to 
see CVI  conduct re-
search on to :   

 

crimevictims@shsu.edu 

 

Issue 19-3 July 2018 

  
Crimes Against Children Conference     August 13-16, 2018 

 Dallas, TX 
 
 

National Organization for Victim     August 20-23, 2018 
Assistance– Annual Training 
                   Jacksonville, FL       

 
 
National Sexual Assault Conference    August 29-31, 2018 

 Anaheim, CA 
 
 

The National Center for Victims of     September 5-7, 2018 
Crime: National Training 
 Orlando, FL 

 
  

Crime Victims’ Institute Advisory Board 

 
Blanca Burciaga, Ft. Worth  
Director, Victim Assistance Unit 
 
Victoria Camp, Austin 
Consultant 
 
Dottie Carmichael, College Station 
Texas A&M PPRI 
 
Stefani Carter, Austin 
 
Robert Duncan, Austin 
TTU System Chancellor 
 
 
 

 
Ana Elizabeth Estevez, Amarillo 
District Judge 
 
Ann Matthews, Jourdanton 
Domestic Violence 
 
Rodman Goode, Cedar Hill 
Law Enforcement Teacher 
 
Geoffrey Puryear, Austin 
Assistant District Attorney 
 
Richard L. Reynolds, Austin 
Psychotherapist 
 
 

 
Stephanie Anne Schulte, El Paso 
ICU Nurse 
 
Jane Shafer, San Antonio 
San Antonio PD Victim Liaison 
 
Debbie Unruh, Austin 
Ombudsman 
 
Mark Wilson, Hillsboro 
Hill County Sheriff’s Office 
 
 
 

Texas State University System Board of Regents 

 
 
Rossanna Salazar, Chairman 
Austin 
 
William F. Scott, Vice Chairman 
Nederland 
 
Charlie Amato 
San Antonio 
 
Dr. Veronica Muzquiz Edwards 
San Antonio 
 

 
 
Dr. Jaime R. Garza 
San Antonio 
 
David Montagne 
Beaumont 
 
Vernon Reaser III 
Bellaire 
 
Alan L. Tinsley 
Madisonville 
 

 
 
Garry Crain 
The Hills 
 
Leanna Mouton 
Student Regent, San Marcos 
 
Brian McCall 
Chancellor 
 
 
 


