
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The mission of the Crime 
Victims’ Institute is to : 
 

 Conduct research to exam-

ine the impact of crime on 

victims of all ages in order 

to promote a better under-

standing of victimization 

 

 Improve services to victims 

 

 Assist victims of crime by 

giving them a voice 

 

 Inform victim-related policy-

making at the state and 

local levels. 
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Sam Houston State University 

CVI’s Community 
Outreach 
 

 Texas Victim Services Asso-
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 Victim Services Coalition 
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Where are they now?  
Dr. Sara Zedaker 

Sara Zedaker, Ph.D., graduated in May 2017 from Sam Houston State University’s Department of Criminal Justice and 
Criminology doctoral program. During her four years working as a research assistant for CVI, she participated in a host of 
research projects spanning a variety of topics, including domestic violence offender specialization, romantic relationship 
involvement and criminal behavior, and an evaluation of a Posttraumatic stress disorder/substance abuse program for pro-
bationers. She was also project director for an evaluation of prosecutorial efforts in strangulation response in Travis Coun-
ty, Texas. The research opportunities, mentorship, and training in primary data collection, research design, and advanced 
statistical methods during her tenure with CVI were invaluable to her growth as a scholar and her success in academia.  
 
She is an assistant professor in the School of Arts and Sciences at the University of Houston-Victoria in Victoria, Texas 
and teaches undergraduate and graduate level courses in research methods, statistics, criminology, and gender and crime. 
She is the founder and faculty advisor of the CJ Society—a criminal justice club for undergraduate students.  
 
Dr. Zedaker is currently working on projects including the publication of her dissertation that focused on the influence of 
romantic relationships and peers on criminal behavior throughout the life-course. Additional endeavors include research 
related to adverse childhood experiences and bystander intervention. Her work has been published in the Journal of Life 

Course and Developmental Criminology, the Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency, Violence and Victims, Journal of Family Violence, 
Contemporary Justice Review, Journal of Interpersonal Violence, Substance Use & Misuse, and Criminal Justice Review.  

https://www.nsvrc.org/everyday-consent-sheet


Looking Ahead: 

 

 

 Legislation and Prosecution of Hate Crimes 

 Campus Sexual Assault: Training and Safety 

 



 

We welcome your input.  
Please send issues or 
topics you would like to 
see CVI  conduct re-
search on to :   

 

crimevictims@shsu.edu 

 

Issue 19-2  April 2018 

Sexual Assault Awareness Month                      April 2018 
Awareness Month    

 
Child Abuse Prevention Month                           April 2018 
 

International Conference on Sexual      April 3 - 5, 2018 
Assault, Domestic Violence, and Gender 
Bias 

                   Chicago, IL       
 
Crime Victim’s Rights Week                                April 8 - 14, 2018 

 
Conference on Crimes Against Women           April  16 -  19, 2018 
                    Dallas, TX 

 
Texas Association Against  Sexual Assault     April 30 - May 2, 2018 
Annual Conference 

                   South Padre Island, TX  
 
Crime Victim Law Conference                           June 7 - 8, 2018 

                   Portland, OR  
  
Texas Victim Services Association                   June 27 - 29, 2018 

2018 Advanced Academy for Victim  
Assistance Management and Leadership 
In Victim Studies 

                    Austin, TX    
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