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Education 
 

Doctor of Philosophy, Sociology, Northeastern University, Boston, MA, 2002. 
 

Dissertation: Performance Measurement and Human Service Organizations: The Impact of Evaluation 
Processes on Organizational Programs and Practices.  Advisor: Dr. Gordana Rabrenovic 
 
Specialty Areas: Drug use and abuse, Organizations and evaluation, Qualitative research methods 

 
Master of Arts, Sociology, Northeastern University, Boston, MA, 1993 
 
Bachelor of Arts, Political Science, Magna cum Laude, Marshall University, Huntington, WV, 1990 
 
 

Academic Experience 
 
Assistant Professor, College of Criminal Justice, Sam Houston State University, 2006 to present. 
 
Assistant Research Scientist, Public Policy Research Institute, Texas A&M University, 2002-2006. 
 
Research Assistant to Associate, Public Policy Research Institute, Texas A&M University, 1998-2001. 
 
Acting Bachelor of Arts Program Coordinator and Adjunct Instructor, Department of Sociology,  
 Pine Manor College, Chestnut Hill, MA, 1995-1996. 
 
Lecturer, Sociology, Northeastern University and Northeastern University College (Adult Education), 1993-1995. 
 
Research Assistant, Massachusetts Department of Revenue, Boston, MA, Summer 1994  
 
Instructor, Northeastern University, Department of Sociology, Boston, MA, 1992-1994 

 

 
Monographs 
 
Murguia, E., M. Tackett-Gibson, A. Lessem, eds. (2007). Real Drugs in a Virtual World: Drug Discourse and 

Community Online. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books. 
 
Book Chapters 
 
Murguia, E., M. Tackett-Gibson, and R. Willard. (2007). Real Drugs in a Virtual World: Youth, Technology and 

Drug Use. An Introduction. In Real Drugs in a Virtual World: Drug Discourse and Community Online. 
Lanham, MD: Lexington Books. 

 
Murguia, E. and M. Tackett-Gibson. (2007). Characterizing a Community. In Real Drugs in a Virtual World: 

Drug Discourse and Community Online. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books. 
 



Tackett-Gibson, M. (2007). Voluntary Use, Risk, and Online Drug Use Discourse. In Real Drugs in a Virtual 
World: Drug Discourse and Community Online. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books. 

 
Tackett-Gibson, M. (2007). Scripters and Freaks: Knowledge and Use of Prescription Drugs Online. In Real 

Drugs in a Virtual World: Drug Discourse and Community Online. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books. 
 

 
Refereed Articles 
 
Maxwell, J., M. Tackett-Gibson, J. Dyer and K. Buchanan. (2006). Drug and Alcohol Use in Urban and Rural 

School Districts in Texas, Drugs: Education, Prevention and Policy, Volume 13, Number 4 / August. 
 
DiNitto, D., N. Busch, K. Bender, H. Woo, M. Tackett-Gibson, J. Dyer. (2008). Testing Telephone and Web-

based Survey Methods for Studying Men’s Sexual Assault Perpetration Behaviors. Journal of Interpersonal 
Violence, Volume 23, Number 10/ October.  

 
Tackett-Gibson, M. (2008). Constructions of Risk and Harm in Online Discussions of Ketamine Use. Addiction 

Research and Theory. Volume 16, Issue 3. 
 
Articles Under Review 
 
Tackett-Gibson, M. (n.d.) Organizational Responses to Funder-Initiated Outcome Evaluation: A Study of Juvenile 

Justice Providers. Evaluation and Program Planning. (resubmitted – second revision). 
 
Articles In Progress 
 
Tackett-Gibson, M. “Gender Difference in Drug Information Procurement: Findings from an Online Survey of 

Drug Users” 
 
Tackett-Gibson, M. “Drug Use and the Assessment of Online Drug Use Information” 
 
Reports and Technical Papers 
 
Tackett-Gibson, M. (2008). “Report Update: Baseline Characteristics of Harris County Residential Treatment 

Program Participants: Young Men About Change and Substance Abuse Treatment Facility”, For David and 
Ivory Ministries, Inc. and the Harris County Community Supervision and Corrections Department. March. 

 
Tackett-Gibson M. and G. Day. (2008). “Comparisons of YMAC and SAFT Treatment Groups at Baseline”, For 

David and Ivory Ministries, Inc. and the Harris County Community Supervision and Corrections Department. 
September. 

 
Tackett-Gibson, M. and C. Henderson. (2007). Baseline Characteristics of Harris County Residential Treatment 

Program Participants: Young Men About Change and Substance Abuse Treatment Facility. Prepared for 
David and Ivory Ministries, Inc. and the Harris County Community Supervision and Corrections Department. 
December. 

 
Carmichael, D., M. Tackett-Gibson, M. Vodoulakis (2006). Evaluating the Impact of Direct Electronic Filing in 

Criminal Cases: Closing the Paper Trap. Prepared for the State Justice Institute and the Texas Office of 
Court Administration. 

 
Tackett-Gibson, M. (2006).  Narcotics Task Force Performance In Texas: Outcomes 2006. Prepared for the Texas 

Office of the Governor, Criminal Justice Division.  
 



Dyer, J., M. Tackett-Gibson, S. Rao (2005). Texas School Survey of Substance Use 2004 Methodology Report and 
Validity Analysis. For the Texas Department of State Health Services, Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Division.  

 
Tackett-Gibson, M (2005). Assessing Narcotics Task Force Performance In Texas: A Summary of Recent 

Oversight Reforms and Preliminary Data. Prepared for the Texas Office of the Governor, Criminal Justice 
Division. 

 
Lessem, A., M. Tackett-Gibson, M. Vodoulakis (2004). Texas A&M University-Texarkana: Gateway to the 

Future. Prepared for Texas A&M University, Texarkana. 
 
Dyer, J., M. Tackett-Gibson, K. Jaswal (2003). Texas School Survey of Substance Use 2002 Methodology Report 

and Validity Analysis. For the Texas Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse. 
 
Carmichael, D., M. Tackett-Gibson (2000). CJD Evaluation Data Collection Instruments and Protocols. Prepared 

for the Office of the Governor, Criminal Justice Division. 
 
Blakely, C.H., J. Dyer, M. Tackett-Gibson, S. Borders, B. Jayasuriya, C. Prince (1999). Report on the Medical 

Transportation Program: A Survey of THSteps Consumers and Providers.  Final Report prepared for the 
Texas Department of Health, Associateship for Disease Control and Prevention. 

 
Dutton, R.J., M. Weldon, C. Bowcock, M. Tackett-Gibson, C.H. Blakely, J. Dyer, & B. Jayasuriya (1999). A 

Survey of Health and Environmental Conditions in Texas Border Counties and Colonias.  Final Report 
prepared for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

 
Carmichael, D., M. Tackett-Gibson, L. O'Dell, R. Menon, B. Jayasuriya, J. Jordan (1998). Texas Dual Diagnosis 

Pilot Project 1997-1998 Evaluation Report. For the Texas Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse and the 
Texas Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation. 

 
Dyer, J., L. O'Dell, B. Jayasuriya, M. Tackett-Gibson (1998). Texas School Survey of Substance Use 1998 

Methodology Report and Validity Analysis. For the Texas Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse. 
 
 
Proposals and Contracts 
 
Henderson, C. and M. Tackett-Gibson (January, 2008 - June, 2009). Evaluation of Court-Ordered Residential 

Substance Abuse Services in Harris County, TX. $41,300: Contracted by David and Ivory Ministries (Lt's 
House).  

 
Dyer, J. and M. Tackett-Gibson. (2006-2007). Survey of Drug and Alcohol Use: Urban Texas Counties. 

$150,000: Contracted by the Department of State Health Services, Substance Abuse Division. Grantee: Public 
Policy Research Institute  

 
Dyer, J. and M. Tackett-Gibson. (2004-2005). Texas College Survey of Drug and Alcohol Use. $80,000: 

Contracted by the Department of State Health Services, Substance Abuse Division. Grantee: Public Policy 
Research Institute 

 
Carmichael, D., M. Tackett-Gibson, M. Voloudakis. (2004-2005). Closing the Paper Trail: Evaluating the Impact 

of Direct Electronic Filing in Criminal Cases, $140,000; State Justice Institute and the Texas Office of Court 
Administration, Washington, D.C. Grantee: Public Policy Research Institute 

 
Murguia, E., M. Tackett-Gibson, S. Gatson. (2001-2003). Youth, Technology and the Proliferation of Drug-Use. 

$300,000; National Institute of Drug Abuse, NIH.  Grantee: Public Policy Research Institute 



 
 

Presentations  
 
Tackett-Gibson, M. (2008). Examining the use of online information and perceptions of drug use harm. American 

Society of Criminology, St. Louis, MO. 
 
Tackett-Gibson, M. (2008). An overview of the evaluation of the Harris County Residential Treatment Program 

Participants: Young Men About Change and Substance Abuse Treatment Facility. Presentation to the 
Community Supervision and Corrections’ Residential Treatment Facility Directors Meeting, August. Harris 
County Texas. 

 
Tackett-Gibson, M. and H. Joo (2008). Ketamine Use in an Online Drug-Using Subculture. Southwest Social 

Science Association, March, Las Vegas, NV. 
 
Tackett-Gibson, M., R. Sarver III, and W. Johnson. (2007). Immigration, Fear and Social Action: Examining Print 

Media Coverage of the Minutemen Project. American Society of Criminology, Atlanta, GA.  
 
Titterington, V., M. Tackett-Gibson and H. Joo. (2007). Lethal and Non-lethal Victimization of Elders; Evidence 

from The National Incident-Based Reporting System. American Society of Criminology, Atlanta, GA.  
   
Tackett-Gibson, M. (2007). Gender Difference in Drug Information Procurement: Findings from an Online 

Survey of Drug Users. American Society of Criminology, Atlanta, GA.  
 
Balusek, K. and M. Tackett-Gibson. (2007). Surfing for a High: An Examination of Obtaining Information on 

Drugs from the Internet and Drug Use. Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences, Seattle, WA.  
 
Zhang, Y., M. Tackett-Gibson, J. Dyer, and G. Gong. (2007). Spatial Patterns of Substance Use across Texas 

School Districts. Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences, Seattle, WA. 
 
Tackett-Gibson, M. (2007). Assessing Mental Health Court Performance: The Current State of Research. 

Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences, Seattle, WA.  
 
Tackett-Gibson, M. (2006). Reputation Matters: Drugs, Drug Use and Online Credibility. Presentation at the 

American Society of Criminology, Los Angeles, CA. 
 
Dyer, J. and M. Tackett-Gibson. (2006). A Comparison of Methodologies for Conducting Surveys of College 

Students. Presentation at the Southwestern Sociological Association, San Antonio, TX. 
 
Tackett-Gibson, M. (2006). Prescription Drug Use among Young Adults: Preliminary Analysis of the Texas 

College Survey.  Presentation at the Southwestern Sociological Association, San Antonio, TX. 
 
Tackett-Gibson, M. (2004). Applied Sociology and Public Accountability in Governmental Organizations: A Case 

Study of Narcotics Task Forces and Organizational Change in Texas.  Presentation at the Society for Applied 
Sociology, Bethesda, MD. 

 
Tackett-Gibson, M. (2004). The Unintended Consequences of Funder-Initiated Performance Evaluation.  

Presentation at the Southwestern Sociological Association, Corpus Christi, TX. 
 
Tackett-Gibson, M. (2004). Getting Ritalin: Online Discourse of ADHD and Prescription Stimulant Use.  

Presentation at the Southwestern Sociological Association, Corpus Christi, TX. 
 
Tackett-Gibson, M. (2003). ’What You Don’t Know Can Hurt You’: Risk and Ambivalence in Drug Use 

Discourse. Southwestern Sociological Association, San Antonio, TX.  



 
Carmichael, D.J., M. T. Gibson, and L. P. Martinez (2001).  University-Government Partnerships to Evaluate 

Juvenile Justice Interventions.  Presentation at the Statewide Safe and Drug-Free Schools Conference.  Waco, 
TX. 

 
Tackett-Gibson, M. (2000). The Use of the Internet in Data Collection and Program Evaluation. Presentation at 

the Annual Meeting of the Governor’s Juvenile Justice Advisory Board, Austin, TX. 
 
Tackett-Gibson, M. (1999). A Survey of Health and Environmental Conditions in Texas Border Counties and 

Colonias. Presentation at the Texas/Mexico Border Health Association, San Antonio, TX. 
 
Tackett-Gibson, M. (1996). Religious Organizations and the Development of Cross-Class Alliances for 

Community Action. Presentation at the American Sociological Association, New York, NY. 
 
Tackett-Gibson, M. (1994). A Case Study of Religious Ideology and Organizational Change. Presentation at the 

Eastern Sociological Society, Baltimore, MD.    
 
Invited Lectures 
 
Tackett-Gibson, M. (2004). Nonprofit Evaluation.  Invited lecture, BUSH 643: The Non-Profit Sector, George 

Bush School of Government and Public Service.  
 
Tackett-Gibson, M. (2003). Nonprofit Organizations and Programmatic Accountability: Organizational 

Responses to Performance Evaluation.  Invited lecture, BUSH 643: The Non-Profit Sector, George Bush 
School of Government and Public Service.  

 
Tackett-Gibson, M. (2003). Evaluating Volunteer Performance and Programs in Human Service Organizations.  

Invited lecture, Brazos Valley Volunteer Leaders Conference, College Station, TX 
 
Tackett-Gibson, M. (2002). Nonprofit Evaluation.  Invited lecture, BUSH 643: The Non-Profit Sector, George 

Bush School of Government and Public Service.  
 
 

Courses Taught 
 
Foundations of the Nonprofit Sector, George Bush School of Government, Texas A&M (graduate) 
Courts as Organizations (graduate) 
Drugs and Drug Use Policy (graduate) 
 
Criminology 
Introduction to Sociology 
Social Problems  
Sociology of Organizations (upper-level)  
Human Service Organizations (core curriculum; upper-level) 
Social Theory (upper-level) 
Prejudice and Discrimination 
Deviance and Social Control  
Drug Use and Abuse (upper-level) 
Juvenile Delinquency (upper-level)  
Religion in Cross-Cultural Perspective (core curriculum; upper-level) 
Sociology of Religion (core curriculum; upper-level) 
Sociology of Popular Culture (upper-level) 
Crime in the Media (upper-level) 
 



Professional Activities 
 
Reviewer, Sage and Prentice Hall Publications 
 
Session Organizer, “Drug and Alcohol Use and Abuse”, Southwest Sociological Association, 2006. 
 
Session Organizer, “Applied Sociology and the Study of Organizational Practices”, Society for Applied 

Sociology, 2004. 
 
Chair, “The Organizational and Technological Context of Courts,” American Society of Criminology, Atlanta, 

GA. November 2007. 
 
Professional Memberships 
 
American Sociological Association, 1993-1999; 2001-present. 
American Society of Criminology, 2006-present. 
Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences, 2006-present 
Southwestern Sociological Association, 2002-2006, 2008. 
Society of Applied Sociology, 1999-2006.  
Eastern Sociological Association, 1993-1999. 
Women's Studies Advisory Board, Northeastern University, 1993-1996. 
Interfaith Chaplain's Association, Northeastern University, 1990-1992. 
University Religious Advisory Board, Northeastern University, 1990-1992. 
 
 
 


	Refereed Articles

